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2 TIM. II. 1.2. 
This know— that in the laft days perilous 


times ſhall come; for Men ſhall be 
Lovers of their own ſelves. 


HE general meaning of theſe words is too 

obvious to require any explanation : and 
contain, and the reaſon upon which that Decla- 
ration is founded, is as cloſe as can be between 
cauſe and effect. Every one knows what we 
mean when we ſay that perilous times ſhall come; 
and very few, if any, will be ſhameleſs enough 
to contradict us, if we affert it in conſequence of 
Mens being Lovers of their own ſelves, that is, as 
we are told in the ſubſequent verſes, in conſe- 
quence of their being traiterous, heady, high- 
minded, and ſo on. 


Az But 


| 1 1443 
But in order to determine with any preciſion 
the Intention of the Apoſtle in making this De- 
claration, or to know when we may reaſonably 
expect the Event marked out by it (if we are yet 
to expect it) we muſt conſider the particular Li- 
mumtation of it to the Iaſt days. | 
This know that in the laſt days perilous times 
all come. 28 
By the laſt days in this and other places of the 
New Teſtament hath been commonly.underſtood 
the times of Chriſtianity colleFively as I may ſay, 
and without any reference to the different periods 
of its duration, The natural and dire& tendency 
of the Chriſtian Religion being to improve the 
principles of action in Mankind, it has been 
thought either true and reaſonable, in itſelf, or 
beneficial in its conſequences, to. perſuade Men, 
that the effect hath been conformable though not 
proportional to the cauſe ; that wherever Chriſtia- 
nity hath been eſtabliſhed, it hath refined the 
principles, ſtrengthened the influence, and extend- 
ed the practice of moral virtue; and that not 
only at firft and in its original inſtitution, but 
that it continues to do ſo even to this day: that 
as Religion is better underſtood, the practice of 
it 
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it is more univerſally attended to; in ſhort, that 
the World grows better, as it grows wiſer. 

One of the * ableſt Writers of the laſt Cen- 
tury appeared an open Advocate for this Doc- 
trine, and to remove the impediment, which the 
words, under our preſent conſideration, threw in 
his way, he hath gloſſed them over after ſuch 
ſort as neither ATE nor does 
credit to his judgement, 

A + modern Writer (from wich no good 
Man can differ without pain) endeavouring to 
| revive the ſame doctrine, hath indeed handled it 
with more caution. His Syſtem inclined him to 
believe it true in ſpeculation, but as to the fact, 
he conſeſſeth himſelf in doubt. Notwithſtand- 


ing which, he hath loaded the contrary opinion 


with + conſequences, which, if true, muſt render 
a defence of it impious, and even, if falſe, very 
invidiaus. It would not only exceed the bounds, 
but ill ſuit the occaſion of this Diſcourſe, to exa- 


mine minutely what he hath advanced on this 


head, but I cannot help obſerving on his calling 


. Lord Clarenden. Eſſays Moral and Divine; dated Montpelier; 
1670. 


+ Dr. Low. Conſiderations on the Theory of Religion, Part 2d 


Ed. 3. Cambridge, 1755, 
1 Pag. 234. bis 
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his own the charitable fide of the queſtion, that 
where the object of purſuit is Truth, we ought 


to be extremely cautious how we ſuffer even the 
| beſi and moſt exalted affections to direct our 


Judgement, leſt we be found at length to have 
drawn conſequences from facts not aſcertained, 


and inferences from opinions not underſtood. 


For my own part, I profeſs myſelf among 
thoſe who think that the World, or, to ſpeak 
with more preciſion, the ſlate of morality in the 
world degenerates, daily. By morality, I mean, 
in general, a certain principle of action, founded 


on the will of God, and operating in the minds 


of Men by its own proper Influence. And, in 
my preſent Idea of the world, I exclude ſuch 
parts of it as are now emerging from abſolute 
Barbarifm : for the preſent inquiry extends not to 
ſoch, as it relates only to that influence which 
the improvements of Life and the more per- 
fe&t knowledge of Religion are found to have 


upon the moral principle. 


The miſtakes of every Writer on this ſubject 
have ariſen from not attending to the neceſſary 
DiſtinQion between the Rule and the Conformity 
to it. In order to eſtimate the ſtate of morality 


in 
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in the world in different Ages, they have attend- 
ed only to the Practice of Mankind and from it 
inferred the Principle, without conſidering that 
the direct Tendency of almoſt every improve- 
ment of life, ſo far as it affects the mutual inter- 
courſe between Man and Man, is to bring a- 
bout the Practice of morality without the Prin- 
ciple, or in other words, rather to ſupply the 
want of real virtue than actually to produce it. 

It cannot be denied, that, in many inſtances, 
the improvements of life have fo far enlightened 
the minds of Men, that they readily diſcern the 
connection between certain moral duties and 
their own private Intereſt : in others, where the 
connection is not ſo viſible, Laws have been e- 
nated, and Men obliged to the obſervance of 
them under Pains and Penaltics : and upon the 
whole, as Men become more civilized, the prac- 
tice of morality is better ſecured, Outrages of 
every kind ſeldomer committed, and men con- 
verſe with each other upon better and fafer 
terms. But in the mean time, it is I fear equal- 
ly true, that theſe fame improvements are ſo far 
rality, that they have in fact weakened and im- 
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paired them : for the ultimate end of morality 
being private Happineſs, the Bulk of Mankind 
will be always found to cultivate the Mean, fo 
far only as they think it productive of the End : 
and, as I faid before, the direct tendency of al- 
moſt every improvement of life being to produce 
artificial virtue, the End becomes anſwered in a 
great meaſure -without the Mean, and the real 
Sanctions of morality loſe their influence, as Men 
find them, or fancy that they find them leſs con- 
ducive to private good. 

Let us briefly conſider the effect, which 
Learning, and in conſequence of that a more 
perfect knowledge of Religion, may reaſonably 
be ſuppoſed to have had upon the world: if any 
of the improvements of life have aſſiſted the 
cauſe of morality, theſe ſeem to lay the faireſt 
claim to it, 

The argument in favour of Learning uſually 
runs thus. The more you advance in Learning, 
the more perfectly you underſtand the principles 
of Religion, and to uſe the words and the autho- 
rity of a * moſt excellent Writer, © the higber 
« you advance in Faith, the more feilfully you kul- 


Dr. Warburton. Sermons, Vol. 2. p. 208, 


« lance 
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& [once your Appetites and Affeckions. But then, 
as the ſame Writer ſubjoins, it too often happens, 
that the more you advance in Science, the more 
« you inflame thoſe appetites, and render them in- 
&« fractable. If this be true, with regard to uſe- 
ful and real Knowledge, in which very few, in 
any age, have made any great Advances, and if 
we conſider farther the infinite damage and dif- 
credit, which Religion as well as Morality hath 
received from ſuperficial Knowledge and pre- 
tended Learning; there will remain no room 
to doubt, that the Advantages obtained by the 
former are confiderably over-ballanced by the 
| Injuries of the latter, and that tho Morality hath 
gained on the fide of Truth, She hath ſuffered 
more from the prevalent and more active Spirit 
of Error; 1 2 
But let it be remembered, that I am not con- 
ſidering the natural tendency of things, but their 
uſual reſult, My Deſign is neither to decry the 
merit, nor to undervalue the Advantages of 
Learning. Far from me be a Thought ſo ground- 
lefs and unwarrantable in itſelf, ſo injurious to 
thoſe many examples of its uſe and excellence, 
before whom I ſtand, and ſo derogatory from 

B the 
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the word of God, which upon every improve- 
ment of our knowledge appears in growing 227 
jeſty and Splendor. 

We may perhaps illuſtrate and confirm the 
truth, for which F am contending, by confider- 
ing the effects which the improvements of civil 
Government are found to produce on the moral 
principle. And to make the Application at once 
as char and as complete as poſſible, n. 
der our own I. Nation and its preſent ſituation. 

The Idea of perfection in government is T- 
fold, as it may be conſidered either reſpecting the 
ſupreme Magr/trate, or the Peopie.- The former 
conſiders it as perfect, when he is enabled by it 
to keep the People in due ſubjection to himſelf, 
and in due ſubordination to each other. The lar- 
ter, when their Perſons and Properties are effec- 
tuually ſecured by the Laws, as well againſt the 
mutual Injuries of each other as againſt the In- 
croachments of the ſupreme Magiſtcate, The 
+ By the way we may obſerve, concerning the Progreſs of civil 


Liberty in this Nation, that our Forefathers inſtead of moderately 


cultivating ſeem to have forced the Root of Liberty. Hence the 
fruits produced were indeed plentiful, fair, and in full Proportion; 
at the ſame time inferior in Flavor, and probably earlier in deeay 
than if ripened by the Gower but more effectual. influence of 
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Want 
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Want of this juſt Ballance af ¶ quipoize produc, 
ed that horrid Murder, in deprecation of the 
guilt of which, we have been humbling our- 
ſelves in the fight of God: and the Obtaining 
of it hath conſtituted that perfect ſtate of civil 
Liberty which we now enjoy; or to ſpeak moro 
properly, which is now in our poſſeſſion. A little 
Attention to the conſequences of this Liberty 
will convince us, that Men are equally reſtleſs in 
the poſſeſſion as under the want of it, and that 
as ſoon as they find themſelves relieved from the 
grievances of Government, they begin to murmur 
at its juſt Demands. From whence can we infer 
that notorious contempt of Law and defiance of 
Diſcipline ; or that total neglect of the public 
Welfare, which not only difgraceth but endanger- 
eth the prefent times, but that Men, drunk with 
Liberty, have forgot the principles of Submiſſion, 
and by being ſecure r 
every Senſe of Duty to the Public. 6 
Let it be ſufficient to ſpeak thus generally; for 
to diſtinguiſn particularly and to delineate ex- 
actly the characteriſtic Principles of a Nation in 
any. point of Time, not already paſt, requires a 
more able Head, a-more diſcerning Eye, and a 
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more corre? Hand than falls to the Lot of cum- 
mon Men : and a late Attempt of this ſort may 
have convinced us, how much eaſier it is to de- 
ſcribe the external Symptoms of Diſorders, than 
to give a ſcientific Account of their internal Cau- 
fes. The Nurſe may in ſome reſpects be qualifi- 
ed for the former, the latter can only be expect- 

ed from the Phy/ic:an. 
If what I have hitherto advanced be true, and 
1 think myſelf warranted by univerſal Experi- 
ence and by every rule of Judgement to conclude 
that it is true; if the general Conſtitution of 
things be ſuch, that every improvement of life 
engendereth Corruption, inſomuch that it may be 
uni verſally affirmed, that whatever is moſt eſſen- 
tially good in itſelf is conſtantly productive of 
the greateſt evil; if the Annals of former times 
and the Obſervation of the preſent bear teſtimo- 
ny, thkt as public Communities advance in hap- 
pineſs they decline in virtue, and degenerate in 
principle as they refine in manners; we are, I] 
think, arrived at the conclufion fought after: and 
if we proceed one ſtep farthir, and according to 
the fame rule of judgement aſſert, that the In- 
fluence of the Chriſtian Religion itſelf on the 
minds 


® 
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minds of Men is in its e, though not in its 
nature, a decreafing Quantity ; it will then appear 
highly probable, that by the Ja days in the 
Text, we are to underſtand the later Ages of 
Chriſtianity ; and that there is not the leaſt 
ground to think with the noble Writer, be- 
fore hinted. at, that thoſe perilous times are paſſed 
already. 
But let us inquire, whether the Scriptures will 
afford us any information in this particular. 
And here, not to multiply inſtances, we have 
a moſt remarkable Declaration of our Saviour 
himſelf, which if compared with the Text, will, 
I think, determine the meaning of the Apoſtle, 
and beyond contradiction evince the truth, which 
J have been endeavouring to eſtabliſh. Speaking 
of the times immediately preceding his ſecond 
coming to judge the word, he hath given them 
this diſtinguiſhing mark or Characteriſtic. And, 
* then, becauſe Iniquity ſhall abound the Love of 
* many Hall wax cold.” Whoever will compare 
this paſſage with the words of the Text muſt 
conclude, that the Apoſtle, in writing the latter 
had the former in view; that as both the Ex- 
preſſion and the Sentiment are virtually the 

fame, 
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ſame, 'the Times referred to moſt kewiſe be the 
i in both. - 

But we are not yet e a es 
"ing of theſe words; for it is plain that the A- 
poſtle intended that they ſhould be underſtood 
a8 relating to the then preſent State of thingy. 
We affert therefore, that the fact ſpoken of was 
then true; and in conſequence of what we have 
already proved we aflert farther, that it is e- 
qually true if applied to each ſucceeding age of 
Chriſtianity, which, as we have before obſerved, 
hath this in common with every poſitive Inſtitu- 
tion, that its general influence on the minds of 
Men, hath been, and probably will be, during the 
preſent Syſtem of things, a decreaſing Quantity. 

By conſidering the Expreſſion in this light, 
we find it both rue in itſelf, and attended with 
this farther Propriety, that it favoured an Opini- 
on, which univerſally prevailed among the firſt 
| Converts to Chriſtianity, and which we have 
great reaſon to believe was moſt highly ufeful, 
if not abſolutely neceſſary to its firſt Eftabliſh- 
ment, namely, that it was to be a Diſpenſation 
of ery ſhort Duration. It is moſt probable, that 
many, indy ced by this common Expectation. 


( 
Diſappointment, became afterwards its greateſt 
Enemies. And on this account, we find Saint 
Peter (in his ſecond Epiſtle} oppoſing the opini- 
on itſelf, but yet with ſuch Delicacy and Addreſs 
2s rather to obviate the Concluſions drawn from 
it, than to diminiſh the belief that it was true: 
for, inſtead of anſwering the Queſtion, where il 
the promiſe of his coming ? he refers them to their 
own partial and imperſect notions of the Deity, 
exhorting them at the ſame time 0 look for and 
to haſten to it; and inſtead of fully explaining, 
thoſe Paſſages of Saint Paul, which, by intiraate 
ing the immediate coming of Chriſt, had occalie 
oned the Apoſtacy of ſome and were the ground 
of Diſcontent in others; He chooſeth rather to 
rh « that there were in them ſome 
* things hard to be underſtood, which they that were 
t unlearned, and unſtable, reſted, as they did the 
1 * other. Scriptures, to their own Deftruttion.” N 
Thus therefore, by Events placed not only be⸗ 
yond the Reach, but contrary to the Expectation 
of human Foreſight, we - ſee the common 
courſe of things bearing teſtimony to the truth 
of the ſacred writings, and doing honour to that 
wiſdom,, 
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wiſdam, under whoſe immediate influence they 
were written, And tho the conſideration of 
theſe things, when viewed thro' the Medium of 
falſe Science, may ſtrike ſome men with Terror, 
and ſome with Paſſions leſs becoming, yet am I 
| ſure, that if we apply them to the wnerring 
light of the Goſpel, we ſhall find them both 
conſiſtent with our Nature, and agreeable to e- 
very Expectation, that can be reaſonably derived 
from the Juice, the Wiſdom or the Goodneſs of 
the Almighty, 

T ſhall now make a ſhort Application of this 
Diſcourſe to the occaſion of the preſent So- 
lemnity. 

If chen it hath been proved, that, in the or- 
dinary courſe. of things, the improvements of 
life are injurious to moral virtue ; and if it needs 
no proof, that the Decay of moral virtue muſt 
be deſtruQtive of public Love, or that the Loſs 
of public Love muſt be the End of public Safe- 
ty; let each of theſe conſiderations have their 
proper influence on our minds, Let the bleſſings 
ve enjoy from the improvements of life (greater 
_ theſe, than any other Nation under Heaven) at 

length 
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length awaken our Gratitude to God: let us re- 
member, that new Temptations to our Virtue 
ariſe out of every of theſe bleſſings ; that our 
Caution therefore in the Uſe ſhould be commen- 
ſurate to our Pleaſure in the Enjoyment, Let 
the decay of moral virtue and, in conſequence of 
that, the contempt of public Love beget in us at 
once a Senſe of Shame and a Senſe of Danger. 
The Hiſtory of this day may convince us how 
ſhort the Interval ſometimes is between the in- 
ternal peace of a nation and all the Horrors of 
civil confuſion ; between the regular and uncon- 
troverted order of Government, and its total 
Diſſolution. And though the Dangers that now 
threaten us are of a diferent nature, proceeding 
not from the Want, but from the Ae, I had 
almoſt faid from the Exceſs of Liberty, we have 
reaſon to think, that . the Tendency of them is 
more pernicious to the public good, inaſmuch as 
their Cauſes are leſs attended to, the Operations of 
thoſe cauſes are more certain, and their Efz&s 
more difficult either to be withſtood or to be 

But ſecondly : if the Prevalence of ſelf love bs 
not only a fign of perilous times, but the fore- 
| E — 
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runner of that dreadful Period, when every 
means of Amendment ſhall ceaſe, and every 
effort of Repentance prove unavailable, it be- 
hoveth us highly both as Men and as Chriftians 
to conſider our preſent Situation. God grant, 
that we may do it both fincerely and effectually ! 
In a word; — though we know not how long 
the Bridegroom may tarry, yet as we are cqually 
ignorant how ſpeedily he may come, let us no 
longer fcol;fbly preſume upon his Delay, but 
having our Loyns girded about and our Lights 
burning, let us continually — ta 
bis coming 
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